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 To GPs, Statutory, Voluntary/Community   Organisations, Users and Carers
	HSC Board Headquarters

12-22 Linenhall Street

Belfast

BT2 8BS

Tel  :     90 321313 ext 2313    
Email:   jean.frizzell@hscni.net
Our Ref:  

Date:   23 December 2010


Dear Colleague
Formation of South Belfast Primary Care Partnership (PCP)  
I refer to the recent information you received from Belfast Local Commissioning Group (LCG) about the plenary session for south Belfast Primary Care Partnership (PCP).  
I wish to confirm that the PCP plenary session will take place on Wednesday 19th January 2011 at 12.30pm in Malone House, Malone Road, BT9 5PB.  The initial priorities of the PCP will focus on improvements in the integration and delivery of diabetes services, and in the management of medicine prescribing.  
I would be grateful if you could complete and return the attached booking form with the names and contact details of the representative(s) who will be attending from your organisation.  This information should be forwarded to Jean Frizzell by 13 January 2011.  This will assist us in organising catering and other arrangements for the event.
Lunch will be available from 12.30pm and the event will commence at 1.00pm.  For your information I have also enclosed a one page summary on the proposed role and function of the purpose of a PCP and we look forward to your contribution on the 19th January.
Yours faithfully
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Dr George O’Neill

Chair

Belfast Local Commissioning Group
       

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION  

The establishment of Primary Care Partnerships (PCPs) involves groupings of GPs, other health and social care providers and service users and carers that will contribute to the integration of care pathways and better use of available resources.  Two key ways in which PCPs will do this are by helping support necessary changes in the ways in which services are provided and in how prescribing of medicines is managed.  Belfast will have 4 PCPs each encompassing a practice list size of approximately 100,000 patients and the full range of primary care organisations including GPs, pharmacists and other independent contractors, community nursing, social care and community and voluntary groups. 
It is proposed that South Belfast will act as a pathfinder PCP for Belfast i.e. to be one of the first and to explore the way forward.  The intention is eventually to provide a comprehensive range of health and social services for the local population in a timely, local and cost effective manner.
In summary, the objectives envisaged are to:

· Provide a forum of service providers, professionals, users and carers working together to deliver improved health and well-being and better value for money in the provision of services to the people of South Belfast.

· Offer advice to the Local Commissioning Group (LCG) for Belfast on issues at a health and social care level closer to users and carers.

· Create a greater range of integrated care services aimed at reducing demand, where appropriate, for secondary care assessment and/or treatment.

· Improve user waiting times and achieve more efficient use of existing resources.
· Drive continuous quality and efficiency in prescribing of medicines to ensure maximum re-investment opportunities in local integrated care services.

A wide range of stakeholders will be engaged to develop ideas for enhancing local services and ensuring user and carer involvement and empowerment.  

A PCP is not a corporate body or a separate organisation.  It is a local network of service providers, professionals, users and carers which will develop proposals in line with the strategic guidance of the LCG.  All GP practices in a PCP’s area will be deemed to be members of this partnership.
Initially the PCP will come together in the form of joint workshops or smaller service design teams led by the LCG-appointed interim GP Lead. Management support will be provided by the LCG Commissioning Lead’s office.

The LCG will commission specific services from the PCP and will develop a Partnership Agreement covering all of the providers who will contribute to particular schemes. The LCG will ensure that appropriate professional, user, carer and community engagement is a key part of this process.
BOOKING FORM

South Belfast Primary Care Partnership Plenary Session

Wednesday 19 January 2011

Lunch available from 12.30pm – Event commencing at 1.00pm

 Malone House, Malone Road, Belfast, BT9 5PB

I would like to attend the above event.

Name of Representative(s):  
___________________________

Name of Organisation

___________________________
Address:

___________________________



___________________________

Telephone:

___________________________

Email address:

___________________________


I require lunch at 12.30pm 
yes   

 



No



Do you have any access requirements or special dietary requirements?  If so, please indicate: 











Please return by 13 January 2011 to:
Jean Frizzell





Belfast LCG





12/22 Linenhall Street





Belfast, BT2 8BS





Telephone: 02890 321313 ext 2313





Fax:

02890 553616





Email:
jean.frizzell@hscni.net




Textphone:
02890 324980

