
207

COMMISSION ON SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH | FINAL REPORT

Commissioner Biographies

Michael Marmot is Chair of the Commission on Social 
Determinants of Health. He is Director of the International 
Institute for Society and Health and Head of the Department 
of Epidemiology and Public Health at University College 
London. In 2000, he was knighted for services to epidemiology 
and understanding health inequalities.

Frances Baum is Head of Department and Professor of 
Public Health at Flinders University and Foundation Director 
of the South Australian Community Health Research Unit. 
She is Co-Chair of the Global Coordinating Council of the 
People’s Health Movement. 

Monique Bégin is Professor at the School of Management, 
University of Ottawa, Canada, and twice-appointed Minister 
of National Health and Welfare. She was the first woman from 
Quebec elected to the House of Commons. 

Giovanni Berlinguer is a Member of the European 
Parliament. He has recently been a member of the 
International Bioethics Committee of UNESCO (2001–2007) 
and rapporteur of the project Universal Declaration on 
Bioethics. 

Mirai Chatterjee is the Coordinator of Social Security for 
India’s Self-Employed Women’s Association, a trade union 
of over 900 000 self-employed women. She was recently 
appointed to the National Advisory Council and the National 
Commission for the Unorganised Sector.

William H. Foege is Emeritus Presidential Distinguished 
Professor of International Health, Emory University. He was 
Director of the United States Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), Chief of the CDC Smallpox Eradication 
Program, and Executive Director of The Carter Center. He 
also served as Senior Medical Advisor for the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation.

Yan Guo is a Professor of Public Health and Vice-President 
of the Peking University Health Science Centre. She is Vice-
Chairman of the Chinese Rural Health Association and Vice-
Director of the China Academy of Health Policy.

Kiyoshi Kurokawa is Professor at the National Graduate 
Institute for Policy Studies, Tokyo. He also serves as a Member 
of the Science and Technology Policy Committee of the 
Cabinet Office. Previously he was President of the Science 
Council of Japan and the Pacific Science Association.

Ricardo Lagos Escobar is the former President of Chile, and 
former Education Minister and Minister of Public Works. An 
economist and lawyer by qualification, he also worked as an 
economist for the United Nations.

Alireza Marandi is Professor of Pediatrics at Shaheed 
Beheshti University, Islamic Republic of Iran. He is former 
two-term Minister of Health (and Medical Education). In 
addition, he served as Deputy Minister and Advisor to the 
Minister. He was recently elected to be a member of the 
Iranian Parliament.

Pascoal Mocumbi is the High Representative of the 
European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership 
and former Prime Minister of the Republic of Mozambique. 
Prior to that, he headed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 
Ministry of Health.

Ndioro Ndiaye is the Deputy Director-General of the 
International Organization for Migration and was formerly 
Minister for Social Development and Minister for Women’s, 
Children’s and Family Affairs in Senegal. 

Charity Kaluki Ngilu is Minister of Health of Kenya. Before 
taking office, she was a member of the National Assembly of 
Kenya representing the Democratic Party. Since 1989, she has 
been the leader of the Maenbeleo ya Wanawake organization, 
the national women’s movement. 

Hoda Rashad is Director and Research Professor of the 
Social Research Center of the American University in Cairo. 
She is a member of the Senate, one of the two parliamentary 
bodies in Egypt. She serves on the National Council for 
Women, which reports to the President of Egypt. 

Amartya Sen is Lamont University Professor and Professor of 
Economics and Philosophy at Harvard University. In 1998, he 
was awarded the Nobel Prize in Economics.

David Satcher is Director of the Center of Excellence on 
Health Disparities and the Satcher Health Leadership Institute 
Initiative. He served as United States Surgeon General and 
Assistant Secretary for Health. He also served as Director of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Anna Tibaijuka is Executive Director of UN-HABITAT. She 
is also the founding Chairperson of the independent Tanzanian 
National Women’s Council. 

Denny Vågerö is Professor of Medical Sociology and Director 
of CHESS (Centre for Health Equity Studies) in Sweden. He 
is a member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, and of 
its Standing Committee on Health. 

Gail Wilensky is a senior fellow at Project HOPE, an 
international health education foundation. Previously she 
directed the Medicare and Medicaid programmes in the 
United States and also chaired two commissions that advise the 
United States Congress on Medicare.
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